Thrombolytic Therapy Administered – JC-based

Percent of patients with acute ischemic stroke who arrive at the hospital within 120 minutes (2 hours) of symptom onset for whom IV t-PA was initiated at this hospital within 180 minutes (3 hours) of symptom onset

Denominator:
  Patients with acute ischemic stroke with hospital arrival time within 2 hours (< 120 minutes) after symptom onset

Included Populations: 

· Patients with a diagnosis of ischemic stroke on arrival to acute care
· Patients with symptom onset ≤ 2 hours from arrival time

· Symptom onset time/date symptom onset is when patient first experienced stroke symptoms OR date/time patient last reported to be normal, whichever is earlier

Excluded Populations:

· Patients admitted for the performance of elective carotid endarterectomy

· Patients with time from symptom onset to arrival in the emergency department or clinic > 2 hours or unknown

· Patients with documented reason for no t-PA administration

· Patients who are discharged (including discharge from emergency department) within 3 hours of symptom onset
· Patients who received tPA at another hospital
Numerator:
Patients for whom IV thrombolytic therapy was initiated at this hospital within 3 hours (≤ 180 minutes) of symptom onset

Differences from Joint Commission: 

· The VHA measure excludes patients who are discharged within 3 hours of symptom onset. (JC does not explicitly exclude these patients)
