Discharged on Cholesterol Reducing Medication – JC-based

Percent of patients with ischemic stroke on arrival with LDL>100 mg/dL, or LDL not measured, or on cholesterol-reducer prior to admission, who are discharged on cholesterol reducing drugs.

Denominator:
  Ischemic stroke patients with inpatient LDL > 100 mg/dL OR who had LDL > 100 mg/dL within 30 days prior to admission OR who were on cholesterol-reducing therapy prior to hospitalization OR LDL not measured 
Included Populations: 

· Patients with a diagnosis of acute ischemic stroke on arrival 

· Patients with LDL > 100 mg/dL during hospital stay or in the 30 days before hospital stay

· Patients with LDL not measured or with results pending at time of discharge

· Patients who were on cholesterol-reducing therapy at time of admission

Excluded Populations:

· Patients discharged/transferred to another short term general hospital for inpatient care

· Patients who expired

· Patients who left against medical advice

· Patients discharged to hospice (home or facility)

· Patients receiving comfort measures only 

· Patients for whom discharge destination cannot be determined or missing

· Patients admitted for the performance of elective carotid endarterectomy

· Patients with documented reason for no cholesterol-lowering therapy at discharge
· Discharged/transferred to a Critical Access Hospital (CAH)

 Numerator:
Patients who were prescribed cholesterol-reducing therapy at hospital discharge

Differences from Joint Commission: 

· The VHA measure includes patients with LDL > 100 mg/dL measured anytime during hospital stay (JC specifies elevated cholesterol measured within 48 hours of admission)
