


Stroke Quality Improvement Network (SQUINT)

As clinicians within the VA system seek to improve stroke care within their local context, it may be helpful for them to join in a community of VA clinicians who are similarly engaged in stroke quality improvement activities.  Moreover, as interventions that effectively improve stroke care are developed, a network of facilities interested in stroke care can be used to implement those interventions across the VA system.

The goals of the SQUINT are to: (1) support and encourage the implementation of stroke quality improvement efforts using the OQP data to identify opportunities to improve care; (2) facilitate communication about stroke quality improvement projects and programs among VA stroke care providers; and (3) serve as a forum to share best practices.  Specifically, the SQUINT will serve as a resource for VAMCs interested in improving stroke care (perhaps in response to the OQP data dissemination) and will continue to improve the Stroke Quality Improvement Toolkit.  In the future, the SQUINT will serve as a vehicle for the dissemination of interventions such as the IT system developed in the SQUIDSS project.  

Participants The SQUINT is a network of VA thought leaders who are interested in stroke care quality. Under the leadership of Dr. Linda Hershey, the core SQUINT group consists of experienced clinical members responsible for stroke care quality in their VAMCs including representatives from VAMCs that are participating in national stroke performance measurement (e.g., the American Heart Association/American Stroke Association Get With the Guidelines-Stroke program). By design, the SQUINT group includes a multidisciplinary group of clinicians.  In addition to the core SQUINT group, any interested individual from the VA system may join the SQUINT group.  
Communication The VA Neurology Patient Care Service Office will coordinate monthly SQUINT conference calls.  Each call will be chaired by one of the members of the core SQUINT group.  A summary of each call will be available on the VA Neurology’s FAC sub-site of the new Med/Surg Sharepoint website.  The monthly calls focus on the following components of stroke care: Emergency Department care, inpatient care, rehabilitation care, and prevention. The SQUINT group will invite additional clinicians and/or administrators to join calls related to their area of expertise. For example, for discussions related to Emergency Department issues, each of the core SQUINT group members will ask a local colleague (e.g., ED nurse and ED physician) to participate in the call.  When the calls are about inpatient issues, nursing staff will be invited to participate.  Therapists and Rehabilitation Medicine clinicians will be invited to join calls focused on rehabilitation issues.  Internists and primary care service line chiefs will be involved when the conversation focuses on stroke risk factor management.

The structure and mission of the SQUINT has been approved by Dr. Ruff, Chief Consultant, Neurology, Patient Care Services; and by the Neurology Field Advisory Committee.  

For further information about SQUINT or to join the SQUINT calls please contact:


Patricia Banks, MSN/Ed


216-791-3800 Ext. 4983


Patricia.Banks@va.gov
